CHAPTER IX

NON-ETERNAL FORMS OF MATTER

INTRODUCTORY

THE eternal forms of matter, in almost all their
possible aspects, have been dealt with in previous
chapters. Now, here an attempt is made to consider the
nature of the non-eternal forms of matter in detail.
These forms are : air {vayu\ water (jala\ earth {prthivi}
and tejas. All of these possess intermediary dimension
^madb^ama-parimdna) and are, therefore, destructible.
Each of these is ultimately produced out of its ultimate
particles, called paramanus. The process of the produc-
tion of these forms of matter has already been given in
great detail in previous chapters. Hence, each of these
four non-eternal froms of matter, as it appears to us
after production, is taken here, in the order in which
each has been produced, for further consideration. The
following treatment of these forms of matter is based
on their distinctive features which have been also clearly
mentioned before.

I

AIR (VAYU)
i. Existence of air proved

It has already been said above1 that after the Cosmic
Rest is over, motion is produced in the ultimate particles
of air which then join together so as to form airy-

1 Vide Supra, p. 270.